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To the Editor of the Ntw York Tirnae: 

I regret that* 1a ma informal reaponee to a iueetion, ! ne^d 
phraeee both unfortunate and unclear in their ixnpiicatione to aa to 
alarm tha writer of your 3c&ober 3 lit editorial. Having apent mora 
than 35 yeare aa a newspaperman bafora accepting my present poet, 
X ahare your abhorrence of caneorehip In any form. Tfcia Department 
has made conaidarabla headway, 1 believe, in expanding tha amount of 
information availabla to tha praaa and pofelic — for, aa ytm point oat, 
only an informad pnbttc <***o intelligently ahapa tha a irao of governmental 
deciaione. 

I balieve you would also agraa with the following ohjectivee of 
our government ioformation policies in tinaee of national dangar: 
1} Car© ahonld ba takan not to diaeloee information which 

would ba advantageous t~* our advaraariaa or endanger 
our military peraotmei* Thia ia aa militarily esaentiai 
aa camouflage or tha concealment of weaponry ~~ aa my 
own awkward reference to this aepee? wae intended to 
convey, To the best of my knowledge, no harmful stonas 
of thia kiad did appear - and tfaeee ware tha ''recuita 11 ' 
I waa pr&iaing. 
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2) Care should be taken not to confuse or mis la id either the 

public or onr adversaries by a multitude *t inconsistent, 
inaccurate* or unconfirmed statements enanating from a 
variety of government sources, all of whom appear to be 
authoritative and none of whom have checked with each 
other. Surely this Nationjs expedience with the U-2 affair 
in I960 demonstrates the importa^c^ of the government 
speaking with "one voice" — and I did not mean to imply 
that a nation priding itself on freedom of dissent was 
required to speak with one voice* Nor did this Department 
at any time seek to withhold information from those 
newspapers which criticises the President's action. 

3) Considering in this instance the importance of world opinion 

on our adversary 5 * reaction, the impact of our announce* 
men** on that opinion was properly considered in determining 
their timing «*ad nature. 
No doubt, hi a lorxg and difficult week, mista^^s of judgment as 
well as wording 'vers committed. My own informal remarks -- **aich 
were intended to reftacc the abcve policy •• ihouid have been nsore 
carefully phrased and considered. But I hope you will accept my assurance 
thai, within the above framework, r&y objective is to make available full 
and accurate information as rapidly as possible* 
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